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AAF Mission Statement:
The Arizona Antelope Foundation is an organization dedicated to the welfare of pronghorn antelope.

The Foundation’s Mission is to actively seek to increase pronghorn populations in Arizona through habitat
improvements, habitat acquisition, the translocation of animals to historic range, and public comment on
activities affecting pronghorn and their habitat.

ON OUR COVER

This snapshot in time represents the many volunteers that make the
mission of the Arizona Antelope Foundation a reality. This photo

depicts the Hwy 284 Fence Modification Project volunteers on
November 16 & 17, 2019, and is illustrative of the Altar Valley Herd
Zone article on page 12. Photo courtesy of Betty Dickens.

Pronghorn is a quarterly magazine for the members of AAF. Letters, comments, news items, articles, pictures and stories are
all welcome and will be considered for publication. Address all such items to:
Lenée Landis, Pronghorn Editor, PO Box 19420, Fountain Hills, AZ 85269 or by email at info@azantelope.org.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope everyone is doing well and hope you en-
joy our fall issue. The hunting season is on and
we have had an email from one of our online
clinic attendees with a photo of his successful
hunt as well as the story behind it. He mentioned
the clinic gave him some information that was
valuable to the hunt and we will share that with
you in the next issue. We certainly hope others
had the same experience.

Even though government officials are afraid of
the science and making a decision our conserva-
tion effort still goes on. We have been able to
work around current restrictions and get a survey
in which was successful. At this time our BLM
folks in Vekol Valley are continuing to move
forward for a Sonoran Pronghorn transplant. We
also have a review in progress on projects
requesting Habitat Partnership Committee (HPC)
funding. It looks like there are some good ones
and I am sure we can use all of our raised funds
for habitat improvement.

Glen Dickens has come out with our Southeast-
ern Arizona Grasslands Initiative Grant Report
and we continue sharing the results of two herd
zones in this issue. We would like to thank a cou-
ple of our life members for their generous dona-
tions to our Foundation: Susan Morse $ 250.00
and Arthur Pearce $1000.00. These donations
will go toward funding John Millican, our field
manager, who is continuing work on the Grant
project. He is a great asset especially for land
owner relations and future project development.

The Foundation has made a $10,000.00 donation
to the Game and Fish for water hauling. With the
lack of rain in this year’s Monsoon we have
worked on helping fill or supplement water
catchments. Gas, maintenance, and time can
make this a expensive proposition. With the lack
of outside activity and current restrictions on
agencies, that is about all I have to report for
now.

The Wild Sheep foundation will be auctioning
one of our Special tags this year along with the
Arizona Big Horn Sheep Society. Let us hope for
another good year.

Remember our board meetings are on the second
Monday of each month and are currently being
held on Zoom. If you contact our administrator at
info@azantelope.org , she can forward you an

invitation. If you have an interest in serving on
the board just let us know.

Thanks for your continued support,
Ken

Ken Meadors
President

“LIBERTAS AD VAGOR....
FREEDOM TO ROAM
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Additional Grant Acknowledgements:

None of the grants accomplishments would have been possible without the AAF Board, volunteers, ranch-
ers, agencies, and cooperators. In this issue we are highlighting our myriad of other funders and partners.

HABITAT PARTNERSHIP NGOs:
Arizona Deer Association
Arizona Elk Society
Arizona Mule Deer Foundation
Arizona Wildlife Federation
National Wild Turkey Federation — Huachuca Gould’s Chapter
Rocky Mountain Mule Deer Foundation
Safari Club — Tucson Chapter
Quail Forever — Southern Arizona Chapter
South Eastern Arizona Sportsmen Club — Safford
Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation — License Plate Conservation Fund

RANCHERS / LANDOWNERS / LESSEES:
Allen Flat:
Cody Resor — Dobson Cattle; Scott Stratton — Dos S Land and Cattle; and Larrie and Lori Todd — Warbon-
net Ranch

Bonita:

Brent and Kimberly Haas — KJ/A Drag Ranch; Mark and Shelly Michaels — M Triangle/
Black Ranch; Jesse Davis — Sierra Bonita/Lightning Ranch; Tim Robinson & Dustin Todd
— O Bar O Ranch; Kolin and Robert Kramme — Double 11 Ranch, Jeff Homack Sr. and
Jeff Homack Jr. — Bonita Ranch and Jay Whetten — 76 Ranch

San Bernardino Valley:
Gregg Gibbons and Ed Ashurst — Ten X Ranch; Warner Glenn and Wendy Glenn-Kimbro — Malpai Ranch,
and Travis Nevins — Geronimo Ranch

Sonoita:

Ian Tomlinson — Vera Earl Ranch; Bill and Linda Brake — Rose Tree Ranch; Al Wilcox —
Rose Tree Ranch; Rebecca Smith — Rebecca Smith Ranch; Janet Thompson — Jolly
Pasture; Ben Brophy, Managing Partner — Babacomari Ranch; Ellen and Joe Lynn
Williams, Ranch Managers and Managing Partner — Babacomari Ranch; Linda Kennedy,
Appleton-Whittell Research Ranch — Audubon Arizona, and Corky Quiroga — Jelks Ranch

Thark Goa!

Keeping them Common

R SOV S SRR PO SRR R A
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LAND MANAGEMENT & OTHER GROUPS & PERSONNEL:

Altar Valley Conservation Alliance — Sarah King and Kyle Thompson

American Outdoor Experience — Jordan Rolfe

Arizona Department of Corrections — Douglas

Arizona Land and Water Trust — Cameron Becker, Liz Petterson

Arizona State Land Department — Cody Hatfield

Arizona Department of Transportation — Jerry James

Arizona State University, College of Integrative Sciences & Arts — Stan Cunningham
Arizona State University Wildlife and Restoration Student Association — Katie Hansforth
Audubon Arizona — Linda Kennedy and Tice Supplee

Borderlands Restoration Group — Ron Pulliam

Boy Scouts of America Troop #609 — Luke Horton

Bureau of Land Management — Tucson Field Office & Las Cienegas National
Conservation Area — Dan Quintana and Karen Simms

Cienega Watershed Partnership

Cochise County Community Foundation

Coronado National Forest — Glenn Fredrickson

Empire Ranch Foundation

Friends of the Buenos Aires Wildlife Refuge — Rita Rutledge

Fort Huachuca — Sheridan Stone

Hereford District Natural Resource Conservation District — John Ladd

Malpai Borderlands Group — Wendy Glenn

Natural Resource Conservation Service — Emilio Carrillo, Alisha Phipps, Wilma
Renken, and Chase Skaarer

Pima County Sonoran Conservation Plan & Conservation Lands System — Kerry Baldwin
Sentinel Landscape Restoration Partnership — Jerry Payne

Singing Valley Homeowners Association — Alison Bunting

Sonoita-Elgin Fire Department — Katie Goodwin

Sonoran Joint Adventure

Southwestern Conservation Corps

The Nature Conservancy — Gita Bodner and Ron Day

Therapeutic Ranch for Animals and Kids — Range Riders — Wulf Dieter, Caitlin Kelly, and Netzin Steklis
Tombstone High School Future Farmers of America — Caroline Patrick (AAF)

Tucson Audubon Society

University of Arizona Fish and Wildlife Society — Betsy Grubb and Ben Motrison,
University of Arizona, School of Renewable Natural Resources — Sarah Hale and John
Koprowski

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Partners Coordinators — Kris Randall and Jennifer Kaplin
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge — Stan Culling
Wofford College of Environmental Studies — Karen Gravely

KEY BUSINESSES:

Ajax Barricade Company, La Hacienda de Sonoita B&B, Lightning Ridge Cellars,
Rancho Rossa Vineyards, Stan’s Fence, Stronghold Feed and Supply, and Roto Rooter — Sierra Vista

SOUTHWEST CONSERVATION CORPS YOUTH:

Rafael Delara, Michael Giordano, Raquel Iragoyen-Au, Jorge Marin, Rachael MoreHla, Max Mazzella,
James Pitts, and Allison Rosengren
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SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY HERD ZONE
142,298 Acres

OVERVIEW

The San Bernardino Valley was historic pronghorn habitat, but by 1930, pronghorn were completely
absent. In 1984 and 1986, the AGFD reintroduced 113 pronghorn from Marfa, Texas. Connectivity
was not identified as a significant limiting factor based on valley-wide pronghorn distribution during
surveys and substantiated by replacement of nearly 5 miles of pronghorn friendly fence by multiple
ranches. However, two fence projects were completed to address north/south pronghorn crossings

in two key zones. A total of 4.75 miles of fence were modified or replaced which increased overall
connectivity by 10,000 acres. Water distribution and security was considered adequate but some
improvement was needed in the central part of the valley. Four water projects were completed to ad-
dress this need. Grasslands in this valley are primarily maintained by the rigorous scientific fire and
grazing regimes practiced by ranchers from the Malpai Borderlands Conservation Group. Additionally,
much of the herd zone’s acreage are now under conservation easements held by the Malpai Border-
lands Conservation Group. The San Bernardino Valley pronghorn population has met the grant’s mini-
mum herd population of 125 animals since 2015.

PROJECTS (see Map #1, page 8)

September 2012 - AAF Volunteer Fence Project at Malpai Ranch

An AAF Volunteer Fence Project, in which 3.1 miles of fence were modified, was completed by 30
adults and U of A students. As a result of this project, pronghorn connectivity was improved on 4,000
acres of occupied habitat on the south end of the San Bernardino Valley. This travel corridor
project helped to ensure unrestricted connectivity of the southern end of the available pronghorn grass-
land habitat (see Map #1, page 8, & Photo, page 10).

August 2013 - Malpai/lV Bar Headquarters Tanks Water Projects

Utilizing $7.4K of HPC pronghorn and mule deer funds, 2 major dirt tank cleanouts were completed;
one on the Malpai Ranch and a second on the IV Bar Ranch in the central plains of the San Bernardino
Valley. Both earthen tanks are located where 25% of the valley’s pronghorn occur seasonally and year
long. After the cleanouts, the two tanks had the capacities to hold 8M and 5M gallons of water respec-
tively (see Map #1, page 8 & Photo, page 11).
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December 2014 - Ten X and Geronimo Ranches Fence Rebuild

Two miles of fence line were replaced in a key pronghorn zone between the Ten X and
Geronimo ranches in 2014. Materials, in the amount of $6.4K were paid for by the NFWF
grant and all labor for the removal and reconstruction was paid for by the ranches. This project
increased permeability of the area by 6,000 acres and connected 2-key pastures for pronghorn
(see Map #1, page 8).

November 2016 - Water Project Ten X Ranch

The AAF received an Arizona License Plate Conservation Grant in the amount of $10,400.

The grant was awarded to do a major dirt tank cleanout on the Ten X Ranch in the central plains
of the San Bernardino Valley. The earthen tank is located in a high-density pronghorn zone.
The tank will provide water to fawning pronghorn does in the months of April, May, and June.
Work was completed in March 2017 and the tank filled with over 1M gallons of water during
the monsoon rains of July-September (see Map #1, page 8).

May 2019 - A Solar Well Upgrade in the Back Pasture on the Ten X Ranch

A solar well upgrade, funded by the landowner and pronghorn and mule deer HPC funds, was
completed in the Back Pasture on the Ten X Ranch in the central plains of the San Bernardino
Valley. The well is located in one of the highest resident pronghorn population zones and serves
a critical role in piping water to 4 trough locations and providing water to fawning pronghorn
does in the months of April, May, and June (see Map #1, page 8).

PRONGHORN POPULATION TRANSPLANTS, SURVEYS. &
ENHANCEMENTS

In January 2019, the AGFD captured 44 pronghorn near Prescott Valley, Arizona. Four of these
animals (1 buck and 3 ear-tagged does) were released in the San Bernardino Valley. Survey data
from the last 10 years has shown a resilient population number which generally meets the
minimum grant population objective of 125 individuals. The AGFD’s August 2019 aerial sur-
vey recorded 203 pronghorn, which was the highest number since 2004 (see Map #2, page 9).
Following approved scientific protocols, the herd zone received seasonal pronghorn fawning
enhancement coyote treatment in 2014, 2015, 2016, and again in 2019. With these treatments
and good seasonal moisture, this herd has the capacity to remain above the minimum population
objective of 125 individuals.
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ALTAR VALLEY HERD ZONE
40,484 Acres

OVERVIEW

The Altar Valley was historic pronghorn habitat and pronghorn were last observed in 1933. In
response, the AGFD transplanted a total of 192 animals to Altar Valley in 1945, 1987, and
2000. All of these transplants resulted in minimal survival success. Today, the pronghorn pop-
ulation in Altar Valley is struggling. The population is currently estimated to be fewer than 25
individuals and the AGFD’s annual August aerial surveys indicate a downward population
trend. Many factors contribute to this decline including long-term mesquite encroachment, trav-
el corridor restrictions, predation, water availability, and long-term drought. The AGFD has re-
newed efforts with the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge (BANWR) and neighboring
ranches to implement habitat improvement projects that will benefit these pronghorn in order to
increase their population. From 2008 to 2018 improvements on the BANWR included clearing
4,635 acres of mesquite, adding 5 new permanent waters, and clearing 386 acres on the Santa
Margarita Ranch. An additional 200 acres of mesquite were cleared on the BANWR using
chainsaws and herbicide. Additionally, since 2015 the Friends of BANWR volunteer group
have completely removed 180 of 200 miles of unneeded internal pasture fence. Also, four ma-
ture doe pronghorn, captured in Prescott Valley by the AGFD, were released in the Altar Val-
ley in January, 2019.

PROJECTS (see Map #1, page 14 and Volunteer Photos, front cover)

November 16-17, 2019 - Altar Valley Highway 284 Boundary Fence
Modification

A highway fence modification project was completed by 23 volunteers in the south end of Altar
Valley (see photo front cover). Four miles of existing highway boundary fence were modified,
2 miles on each side of Highway 284, a few miles north of the BANWR main entrance. Prior
to the actual workdays, the Arizona Department of Transportation removed mesquite and brush
bordering the fence line for all 4 miles of fence boundaries. Fence modification was in direct
proximity to completed or planned grassland restoration by mesquite removal. The project was
designed and led by the AGFD’s Region V Wildlife Program Supervisor, Karen Klima in col-
laboration with Rita Rutledge, Chairperson of the Friends of the Buenos Aires. The AAF’s
operating account paid $190 for the project’s camp food for volunteers.

The NFWF 8-year grant purchased all of the necessary materials for 4 miles of fence at $3,700.
The project added 6,500 acres of pronghorn habitat connectivity (see Map #1, page 14).

December, 2013 - BANWR Installation of S Water Troughs

Five water troughs were added at separate locations in key pronghorn/mule deer habitat. The
troughs are fed by a solar well and storage tank on the BANWR (see Map #1, page 14).
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GRASSLANDS (see Map #1, Page 14)

December, 2019 - Altar Valley South Lagunita Phase 3 Grasslands
Restoration at Santa Margarita Ranch

Utilizing contractors, the owner of the Santa Margarita Ranch completed grubbing of 372
acres of mature mesquites on the west side of Highway 286 near the BANWR head-
quarters entrance. The cost of $50,000 included $15,000 pronghorn and $35,000 mule deer
HPC funds. The project was in direct proximity to the November, 2019 Highway 284 fence
modification project outlined previously, and adjacent to the current population of 25 prong-
horn occupying the east side of the highway.

FIELD TRIP

January 31, 2018 - Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge-Altar Valley Field
Trip to Review Grassland Pronghorn Restoration Project Efforts

AAF Vice President and Project Manager, Glen Dickens, along with current and past AAF
Board members Dave Brown, Tice Supplee, Ken Meadors, Al Sue, Gary Boyer, Joe Bill Pick-
rell, Connie Taylor and AAF’s field and GIS managers John Millican and Rana Tucker attended
an all-day field trip to Altar Valley and the BANWR. The field trip was organized by the AG-
FD’s Region V Wildlife Program Supervisor, Karen Klima. In addition to AGFD and AAF rep-
resentatives, the meeting included four lead employees/biologists from the BANWR, and Kerry
Baldwin and Kyle Thompson, both Altar Valley Alliance representatives. The purpose of the
field trip was to review areas that need treatment and removal of mesquite, as well as to review
areas that had been restored in the past 5-7 years.

The group also reviewed and discussed the BANWR habitat management history including fire
management, mesquite and fence removal, wildlife water development, and current pronghorn
population status and distribution. Volunteers have removed over 180 miles of unneeded pasture
fence and are planning for more removal in the coming years. Participants agreed that the efforts
to restore pronghorn habitat to support a more viable population of pronghorn were worth the
present and future efforts that may be required. The current population of pronghorn in this area
is estimated to be fewer than 25 animals. Numerous issues will need to be addressed and re-
solved to provide the opportunity for future pronghorn population supplements.

PRONGHORN POPULATION TRANSPLANTS & SURVEYS

January, 2019 - Four Pronghorn Captured near Prescott Valley, Arizona
Released on the Buenos Aires Wildlife Refuge

Four pronghorn captured near Prescott Valley, Arizona were relocated to the BANWR. The
pronghorn included 4 ear-tagged mature does, two of which were radio collared for monitoring
seasonal movements and habitat use. The resident pronghorn herd numbered just 15 animals
before the supplemental release. Since the 2019 fawning season, the fledgling herd is now esti-
mated to have least 25 individuals (see Map #2, page 15). The 2-radio collared does have ex-
plored all of the current occupied pronghorn habitat and have integrated themselves into the
remnant population. (see Map #3, page 16).
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MEMBERSHIP

Art Pearce, Phoenix

Jim Mehen, Flagstaff

Larry D. Adams, Bullhead City
James K. McCasland,

Nina Gammons, Payette, ID
Nancy Lewis, Phoenix

Pete Cimellaro, Phoenix

Jerry Weiers, Phoenix

Harry Carlson, Phoenix

10. David Brown, Phoenix

11. Art Boswell, Tucson

12. Charlie Kelly, Scottsdale

13. Chrissy Weiers, Phoenix

14. Al Sue, Scottsdale

15. Mary Keebler, Happy Jack

16. Bill Keebler, Happy Jack

17. James Stewart, Phoenix

18. Terry Schupp, Tempe

19. Dale Hislop, Calgary Canada
20. Mick Rusing, Tucson

21. George Welsh, Kingman

22. Matthew Massey, Gilbert

23. Don Parks, Peoria

24. Bill & Kerrie Jacoby, Chandler
25. Adam Geottl, Cottonwood

26. Shane Stewart, Gilbert

27. Don Davidson, Mesa

28. Terry Petko, Mesa

29. Gary M. Johnson, Phoenix

30. Richard Guenzel, Laramie WY
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31. Randy Cherington, Scottsdale
32. Joe Del Re, Chandler

33. Bob Walker, Phoenix

34. Cookie Nicoson, Williams
35. Tim Blank, Mesa

36. Jodi Stewart, Gilbert

37. Keith Joyner, Scottsdale

38. David Hussey, Cave Creek
39. Susan Pearce, Tucson

40. Glen Dickens, Tucson

41. Will Garrison, Peoria

42. Tom Waddell, Arizona

43. Josiah Austin, Pearce

44. Connie Taylor, Mesa

45. Mark Boswell, Mesa

46. Jessica R. Pearce, Scottsdale
47. Douglas Hartzler, Phoenix
48. Karen LaFrance, Phoenix
49. Kurt Schulz, Waddell

50. Walt Scrimgeour

51. Clifford Nystrom

52. Jon Coppa, Patagonia

53. Neal Brown, Phoenix

54. Tice Supplee, Phoenix

55. Richard Miller, Flagstaff
56. William Cullins, Chandler
57. Robert Neal Bushong, Yuma
58. Art & Rosanne Porter

59. Matt McNeil, Chandler

60. Susan Morse, Jericho VT

61. Gary Higby, Cottonwood

62. James Kavanaugh, Gilbert
63. Chad Elliott, Ehrenberg

64. Donald C. Slack, Tucson

65. Keith A. Heimes, Bellemont
66. Jon & Jan Hopkins, Mesa

67. Jim Lawrence, Phoenix

68. Larry Audsley, Tucson

69. Mike Morales, Tucson

70. Gary Boyer, Prescott

71. Charles Mackey, Cottonwood
72. Dave Laird, Buckeye

73. Alan Calvert, Buckeye

74. Lani Beach, Prescott

75. Terry Lane, Jasper Lehi, UT
76. Robin Bechtel, Show Low
77. Billie Bechtel, Show Low

78. Betty Dickens, Tucson

79. Larry Thowe, Page

80. Cam Smith, Prescott

81. Russell Lee Jacoby, Flagstaff
82. Andrew Smigielski, Phoenix
83. Will 1 Garroutte Jr., Aptos, CA
84. Robert Bueche, Phoenix

85. Steve Bridges, Sierra Vista
86. Charles W. Wirken, Mesa

87. Antonio J. Soto, Glastonbury, CT
88. Glenn Bevin, Tempe

Joelle Buffa, Sierra Vista
William C. Cordasco, Flagstaff
Linda Dightmon, Peoria
Bonnie Evenson, Tucson

Gary Evenson, Tucson

Randy Gaskill, Show Low

Roger & Ilene Hailey, Flagstaff
Roger Joos, Glendale

David S. Justice, Prescott

Steven McNamara, Chino Valley
Keith Newlon, Sierra Vista
Richard A. Ockenfels, Mayer

C Edward Perkins, Happy Jack
Bob & Judy Prosser, Winslow
Jay Starks, Phoenix

David L. Wolf, Flagstaff
Darrel E. Wood, Marana

Jim & Rita Ammons, Yuma

Bruce & Vickie Belman, Flagstaff
Dino & Pam Cerchie, Mesa

Ken & Kathy Cook, Casa Grande
Mary DeJong, Flagstaff

Cindy & Jim Dickert, Mesa

Ron & Sharon Eichelberger, Alpine
Jeff Gagnon, Camp Verde

Marsha D. Halcrow, Waddell

Jay Leadabrand, Williams

Quentin Lewton, Sonoita

Kenneth Morris, Cave Creek

Mark & Kathi Nixon, Williams
Dee Phan, Glendale

Ken and Donna Pitzlin, Sierra Vista
Pete & Ann Rathwell, Phoenix
Daniel G. Robinett, Elgin

William & Jan Skibbe, Tucson

Barry R. Sopher, Tucson

Brian K. Taylor, Munds Park
Christopher & Jolene Vallejos, Flagstaff
Jamie & Thomas Watkins, Phoenix
Charles Wilmer Jr., Phoenix

Michael Christopher, Show Low

John Heim, Tucson

Wallace Smith, Overgaard

Paul Pavlich, Chandler

Steve Malcolm, Alpine

Michael Rogers, Litchfield Park
Charles Childress, Blanco, Texas
John Heim, Tucson
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Sonoita Plains Jul 18™ Fawn Saturation Survey
& Record Breaking August 12" San Bernardino Valley Pronghorn Survey
By Glen Dickens AAF VP/Projects/Grants Mgr.

Sonoita Plains: On Saturday July 18, 2020 Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) personnel led by
Regional Game Specialist Rana Tucker and volunteers from the Arizona Antelope Foundation conducted our 8"
annual Sonoita Plains pronghorn fawn “Saturation” survey. This entails stationing as many separate observers as
possible across all the occupied pronghorn habitat in a game management unit from the crack of dawn until 10AM
and observing and classifying all of the pronghorn observed and their exact locations. This time of year is when
pronghorn does are at their peak of fawning/nursery herd activity. Due to Covid-19 this survey took on added im-
portance as the AGFD cancelled their usual aerial pronghorn survey to be conducted in the month of August.

This survey included both game management units 34A and B, east and west of Highway 83 and north of Highway
82 and 35A/B north, south of Highway 82. We had bluebird weather that morning and had good road conditions
throughout the survey zone. We counted 218; 63 bucks, 115 does and 37 fawns for a 32% fawning success rate.
Last year we had a 44% fawn success rate.

The 2019 survey netted 274 with 168 observed in 2018 (low count due to rainy weather and impassible roads),
243 in 2017 and 316 during the 2016 survey. What these numbers continue to reaffirm is that the Sonoita Plains
population continues to hold its own at 250+ and function as a single metapopulation. When the grant efforts be-
gan in 2010, we observed just 81 animals fragmented into 3 distinct herd zones. This is very positive data and
pronghorn are now observed over the entirety of the Sonoita Plains 100K acre grassland habitat.

In addition to the above population numbers we had 2-teams that surveyed the San Rafael Valley counting an
additional 31 animals but with zero fawns observed. The AGFD aerial survey found 61 animals in 2019. This
herd zone had just 9 pronghorn, 1 buck and 8 does in January of 2014 when the AGFD released 17 New Mexico
transplant animals.

Camp was located in the Canelo Hills on the Coronado Forest. Friday night’s Dinner was BBQ javelina served by
yours truly and spouse and resident AAF photographer Betty Dickens.

Thanks go to all the following AGFD partners and volunteers that contributed to the success of this survey;
-Representing the AAF Board: Terry Schupp, Connie Taylor, Steve Tritz, Kara Jensen, Robert Valesco, Joe-Bill
Pickrell, Dave Cagle, Gary Boyer & guest, John Millican, and yours truly.

-Representing the AGFD: Brad Fulk, Rana Tucker, Karen Klima, Noah Silva, Jeremiah Fountain, Sarah Gandara
and Spud Hester.

-Other volunteers included; Warren Adams, Betty Dickens, Darrel Tersey, Roy Hester, Alan Fausher, Lance
Altherr, Mike Ebright, Fritz Sawyer, and Bret Blum.

San Bernardino Valley: On Sunday August 12, 2020, 7 personnel from the AGFD led by Field Supervisor
Mike Richens and assisted by John Millican and Betty and Glen Dickens conducted the first ever saturation ground
survey in the San Bernardino Valley in unit 30A. We had bluebird weather that morning and had good road condi-
tions throughout the survey zone. We counted a record number of pronghorn 271; 69 bucks, 119 does and 84
fawns for a 71% fawning success rate!

When the grant efforts began in 2012 the total number of pronghorn observed was just 71 animals. In addition to
improvements made on fences and water distribution (see the grants San Bernardino herd zone report included in
this issue) this herd zone received fawn enhancement treatment by active coyote removal in 2014-16 and again in
2019-20. Field Supervisor Mike Richens stated after reviewing the final data that 30B likely has 300 pronghorn
today. Success by all metrics!

AGFD staff participating in the survey included: Rana Tucker, Mike Richens, Devin Skinner, John Bacorn,
Devin Skinner and Alex Smallwood. Thanks to the AGFD Tucson Regional Office for continuing/allowing
these “civilian conservationist™ efforts. The AAF looks forward to continuing these “on the ground” separate mon-
itoring efforts in future years.
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